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1. WHAT IS THE WORLD’S LARGEST LESSON
INDIA ALL ABOUT?
In September 2015, the United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals, a
series of ambitious targets to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and fix
climate change for everyone by 2030. All governments around the world, including India,
signed up to achieve these Goals, for their own country and for the world as a whole. If
the Goals are met, they ensure the health, safety and future of the planet for everyone
on it.
An initiative called Project Everyone, founded in 2015, enables people all over the world
find out about the Goals, and the commitments their governments have made. Richard
Curtis, filmmaker and founder of Comic Relief, founded the project with the support of
the United Nations.
The World’s Largest Lesson is one part of the Project Everyone initiative, focusing on
helping children across the world know about and understand the Global Goals.
The World’s Largest Lesson introduces children to the Goals in a lively, engaging way
using animated films, comics and lesson activities. Since its launch in 2015, millions of
children across the world have taken part, including many in India.
In September 2016 a unique World’s Largest Lesson India launched. This initiative is
brought to you by a group of education organisations, including GEMS education and
UNICEF, and will focus on some of the issues most affecting India’s young population –
education, gender equality, sanitation and climate change. Comics, animated films and
teaching materials are available free of charge in six languages (English, Hindi, Bengali,
Tamil, Gujarati and Telegu) to enable you to teach a lesson about the Global Goals. All the
free learning materials are housed on the website:
http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/
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2. WHAT ARE THE GLOBAL GOALS AND WHY SHOULD
CHILDREN IN INDIA LEARN ABOUT THEM?
There are 17 Goals:

The United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals, a series of ambitious
targets to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and fix climate change for
everyone by 2030. All governments around the world, including India, signed up to
achieve these goals, for their own country and for the world as a whole. If the Goals are
met, they ensure the health, safety and future of the planet for everyone on it.
The Goals were developed over a two-year period by the United Nations in collaboration
with governments, civil society, academics and individuals including many in India– this
included the largest ever global youth survey into what issues affect children and young
people the most around the world. The 17 Goals affect everyone across the world and if
they are met then the biggest challenges facing our world will be overcome. Each of the
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Goals has a set of targets that needs to be met in order for the overall Goal to be met.
You can find out more about all the Goals at the bottom of the home page of the website:
http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/
It is important children in India learn about the Goals because:
1. If nothing changes children will be the most affected.
For example: If climate change, poverty and violence continue at present rates, in India
and around the world, the future children will experience will be more dangerous, more
violent and more damaging to their health.
2. Children can help! The Indian government is committed to achieving the Goals, but
everyone needs to play a part. The first step is to let people know of the government’s
plan to improve the country. The second step is for people to actually help by supporting
the actions that the government takes, spreading the word throughout communities and
even finding ways to catalyse change themselves. Young India is resourceful, creative
and passionate – it is going to take all these skills to create the change we need.
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3. WHAT ARE SCHOOLS BEING ASKED TO DO?
Your school is asked to give at least one lesson on the Global Goals, to make sure your
students are informed and empowered by the commitments India has made to ending
poverty, inequality and climate change by 2030.
The lesson(s) are designed to take place during non-assessment teaching time, for
example as part of an assembly or during your citizenship or moral education lessons.
You can deliver one lesson or a range of lessons. It is up to you to decide how much
engagement and time you put into the initiative.
Once your lessons are concluded you can then encourage your students to create local
change for themselves in support of the ambitions of the Global Goals by taking part in
the Design for Change “I Can” Schools challenge 2016/2017. There’s a special prize for a
school project that makes change happen in support of the Global Goals!
Even if you undertake just one lesson on the Goals, please take photos and/or videos of
the lesson and share back with the organisers. You can also share feedback and quotes
from the students about their experience with the lesson and what, if any, action they
plan on taking to achieve the Goals.
All of your feedback, pictures and videos can be shared to:
Twitter: @WorldsLesson_IN
Facebook: @WorldsLargestLessonIndia
Instagram: @WorldsLesson_IN
Don’t forget to include #WorldsLargestLessonIndia
You can also email: lesson@project-everyone.org
The World’s Largest Lesson will share your output so that other schools across India and
the world can see the work you have done.
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4. WHAT MATERIALS EXIST TO HELP YOU TEACH
THE WORLD’S LARGEST LESSON?
You can download or use the following materials for free.
4 Chakra the Invincible and Mighty Girl comics, and animated cartoons to help children
to learn about all the Global Goals, with a focus on Water and Sanitation (Goal 6), Quality
Education (Goal 4), Gender Equality (Goal 5) and Climate Action (Goal 13).
Note: The comic book that provides an overview of the Goals also includes a range
of activities for children to complete in the classroom.
4 lesson plans to accompany each of the comics and help teachers create a lesson that
their students will remember. 1 advice note on using comics in education.
All the above materials are available in English, Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Gujarati and Telegu
here: http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/
• Additional materials in English and Hindi only.
• Two animation films, written by Sir Ken Robinson, which provide an engaging
introduction to the Goals and also highlight how children and young people can, and
are, taking action to achieve the Goals.
• Lesson plans from around the world, on each of the 17 different Goals. You can use
these materials as part of your teaching on Sustainable Development within your
Geography or Social Studies curriculum.

The World’s Largest Lesson - School Pack

5. WHO ELSE IS INVOLVED IN INDIA?
The national Ministry of Human Resource Development has issued a message of support
for the initiative. Within the message, the Minister, who is responsible for primary,
secondary and university education, says that amongst the Sustainable Development
Goals “the key goal is quality education for all”. He praises the comics and animated films
as creative lesson materials that will have a sustainable impact.
If you would like to see this message you can watch it here: https://vimeo.com/
182833847
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6. WHAT NEXT?
•
•
•
•
•

Take a look at the materials! http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/
Decide how you want to take part
Help all the teachers in your school learn more about the Global Goals
Plan and run your lessons
Share your feedback.
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST
LESSON INDIA
LESSON PLAN:
INTRODUCTION TO THE UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS (SDGs)
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
•

Learners can explain what the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are and why
they are important.

•

Learners can describe a connection between the SDGs and specific developments
needed in India.

•

Learners can explain how they can contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals.

•

Learners understand the importance of clean water and sanitation in India.

INTRODUCTION

5 MINUTES

As students enter the room, have the following question displayed: “What are the biggest
problems faced by people in our community and country?”
Encourage the children to think from the perspective of others. For example you could
say, “You need you to think like you are our own Prime Minister!”
In pairs or small groups have students identify some of the biggest problems they think
their community and India face. Take some suggestions from the group. These could be
written onto a board at the front.

INTRODUCE THE SDGS
As a class read Chakra the Invincible and Might Girl Comic that introduces the
Sustainable Development Goals: available here.
Or watch the motion comic: here.

Lesson plan: Sustainable Development Goals

10 MINUTES

Stop at page 5 or the middle section of the film.

DISCUSS THE SDGS

10 MINUTES

Show students the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. You can download the Goals
poster here.
Ask students to identify which Goals link to the problems that they identified at the
beginning of the lesson, especially those that they consider to be particularly relevant to
India.

FOCUS ON GOAL 6:CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION

15 MINUTES

Continue reading comic through until the end.
At the end ask students which Goal the rest of the story focused on.
Ask them to describe what they think this Goal is about and why they think it is relevant
to India.
For older students encourage them to think broadly about where water comes from and
the full cycle of water management, as covered through the Goal targets below.
Guidance On Goal 6 for teachers
Goal 6 focuses on clean water and sanitation.
The targets for this Goal are:
• Ensure all have access to safe water.
• Ensure all have access to sanitation (safe sewage disposal and good waste
management) and public education on healthy hygiene habits.
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• Monitor water quality and reduce contamination. Prevent chemicals or
contaminants from being thrown into the water.
• Improve water use, developing greater resources for its re-utilisation.
• Raise awareness among communities to ensure they play an active part in
improving water management and sanitation.
• Protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests,
wetlands, rivers, aquifers, and lakes.
Further information on Goal 6

PLENARY ACTIVITY

5 MINUTES

To end the lesson ask students to complete one of two activities:
Activity 1
Write a sentence reflecting their views on the Global Goals and what they mean to them.
Restrict the number of words students are allowed to use and write a tweet or a
Facebook post. As a class post one of these to Twitter @WorldsLesson_IN and
@GEMSEducation or on Facebook @WorldsLargestLessonIndia.
Use the hashtag #WorldsLargestLessonIndia.
Activity 2
Print or draw squares on paper of approx 12cm x 12cm. Give each student a blank
square of paper and ask them to draw a single comic frame image showing themselves
using their superpower to help achieve Goal 6. Ask them to add their idea on how they
can help with the Goal into a speech bubble. Actions can be big or small. Collect the
squares and make a display at school; share it with us on Twitter or Facebook, as above.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learners can explain what the Global Goals for Sustainable Development are and
why they are important.
• Learners can describe a connection between the Global Goals and specific
developments needed in India
• Learners can explain how they can contribute to the Global Goals
• Learners understand the importance of clean water and sanitation in India

Take Action for the Global Goals
As an educator you have the power to channel
students’ positive energies and help them believe
that they are not powerless, that change is
possible, and that they can drive it.
Right now, students can take action for the Global
Goals at the end of any of our lessons by writing to
their leaders and asking them what they are doing to
achieve a specific Goal.

For deeper learning and impact they can also take part in
projects to make change for the Goals in their local communities.
Visit the “Take Action” page on our website
http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/take-action-title/ and
find out more. Your school can take part in Design for Change
India’s “I Can” Schools Challenge 2016 and 2017. There is a
special GEMS Education Global Goals Prize.

Lesson plan: Sustainable Development Goals

THE WORLD’S LARGEST
LESSON INDIA
LESSON PLAN:
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE POWER OF EDUCATION

Lesson plan: The Power of Education

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learners can describe 3 reasons why many children in India do not complete a
primary and secondary education.
• Learners can describe what value an education has to an individual and to
India.
• Learners can explain how they can contribute to the Global Goals ambition of
all children receiving a quality primary and secondary education by 2030.

Preparation:
• Draw an example of a problem tree on a board or flip chart.

INTRODUCTION

5 MINUTES

Start the lesson with a discussion question. Ask students: “If you weren’t sitting here
in this classroom right now what would you be doing?”
Give them a few minutes to reflect on reasons they might not be in the classroom
and then ask the class to share some answers. Explain how millions of children in
India are not in school and that you are going to read a comic / watch a short
animated film to learn more.

Lesson plan: The Power of Education

COMIC ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

As a class read Chakra the Invincible and Mighty Girl Comic on education: available here.
Or watch the motion comic: here.

DISCUSSION ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

In small groups, ask students to summarise the issues raised in the comic by developing
their own problem trees (see appendix 1 as an example) for education in their
community.
The problem (in the trunk of the tree) should be children out of school in their community
or country. Then, ask them to discuss the causes and effects of this, and to draw them on
a tree.
If possible, take pictures of the problem trees and share on social media with
#WorldsLargestLessonIndia.
Alternative: Print and share the Cartoon description of the Quality Education Goal
available in both English and Hindi here.

Lesson plan: The Power of Education
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FOCUS ON GOAL 4:EDUCATION

15 MINUTES

Goal 4 focuses on Quality Education.
The ambitions of the Goal are:
•
•
•

Ensure all boys and girls complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary
education.
Provide more opportunities for technical and vocational training to youth and adults so
they can get better jobs.
End inequality in educational opportunities between men and women, for children with
disabilities, indigenous people and victims of conflict.

• Improve school facilities to provide a safe and positive environment for everyone.
• Increase the number of scholarships for vocational and technical training, either in
a person’s home country or abroad.
• Increase the number of trained and qualified teachers.
• Promote education for sustainable development.
Learn more about Goal 4 here.

PLENARY ACTIVITY

5 MINUTES

Mix the groups around and distribute the problem trees.
Ask new groups of students to create a solutions tree for each problem tree.
Turn the causes into solutions and turn the consequences into effects.
Get the class to identify which of the solutions they can help with and which they are
unable to impact.

Lesson plan: The Power of Education
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Problem Tree Template

Take Action for the Global Goals

As an educator you have the power to channel
students’ positive energies and help them believe
that they are not powerless, that change is
possible, and that they can drive it.

Right now, students can take action for the Global
Goals at the end of any of our lessons by writing to
their leaders and asking them what they are doing to
achieve a specific Goal.

Lesson plan: The Power of Education

For deeper learning and impact they can also take part in
projects to make change for the Goals in their local communities.
Visit the “Take Action” page on our website
http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/take-action-title/ and
find out more. Your school can take part in Design for Change
India’s “I Can” Schools Challenge 2016 and 2017. There is a
special GEMS Education Global Goals Prize.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learners can explain what the Global Goals for Sustainable Development are and
why they are important.
• Learners can describe a connection between the Global Goals and specific
developments needed in India
• Learners can explain how they can contribute to the Global Goals
• Learners understand the importance of clean water and sanitation in India

Lesson plan: The Power of Education
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LESSON INDIA
LESSON PLAN:
AN INTRODUCTION TO GENDER EQUALITY

Lesson plan: An introduction to Gender Equality

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learners can define gender discrimination and relate it to their own lives.
• Learners can describe gender discrimination and describe it in relation to
issues they see in their own country or community.
• Learners can explain how they can contribute to the Global Goals ambition of
50:50 Gender Equality by 2030.
PREPARATION
Write up a definition of gender discrimination on a board or a flipchart.
“Gender discrimination means discrimination based on a person's gender or sex, which more
often aﬀects girls and women. Because of gender discrimination, girls and women do not
have the same opportunities as boys and men for education, meaningful careers, political
influence, and economic advancement.”
Set up to enable the class or assembly to watch or read ‘Chakra The Invincible and
Mighty Girl in the Great Switcheroo’ either on a screen or by downloading and printing
suﬃcient copies of the comic (minimum 1 comic per 5 students if at all possible).
Print out the “empowerment star” in appendix 1 to distribute as homework or an
additional activity.
Note: Before teaching this lesson you should think about whether any of your students
might have been, or are now aﬀected by, gender inequality in their lives. Be sensitive to this
and try to make sure your classroom is a safe environment for all your students.
Make it clear that students can choose to speak or not speak about their own
experience as they wish.

INTRODUCTION

10 MINUTES

Start the lesson with a discussion question. Ask students: “Think of a time when you
were treated differently to someone of the opposite sex. How did that make you
feel?”
Give students a minute or two to think about their answers. Let a few students share
their experiences and feelings.
Then ask: “Do you think it is fair that boys and girls are treated differently?”
Lesson plan: An introduction to Gender Equality

Again, give students a minute or two to think about their answers and let a few
students share their feelings, if appropriate.
Alternative:
Instead of giving responses out loud, have students write their feelings in a journal or
on a sheet of paper, and only share them if they wish. Make sure all children who want
to share something have the opportunity to. Another alternative is to share with a
partner instead of the whole class.

COMIC ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

Ask students if anyone can explain what gender discrimination is. Show students the
definition of gender discrimination that you previously prepared.
As a class read ‘Chakra the Invincible and Mighty Girl in the Great Switcheroo’: read or
download here.
Or watch the animated film of the comic here.

DISCUSSION ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

Ask students to discuss whether they think the story described a situation of gender
discrimination. If so, how?
Ask them to describe what they think this Goal is about and why they think it is
relevant to India.
For older students encourage them to think about gender discrimination in a broad
form, as covered in the Goal targets below.
Alternative: Print and share the cartoon description of Gender Equality available in
both English and Hindi, available here.
Lesson plan: An introduction to Gender Equality

FOCUS ON GOAL 5: GENDER EQUALITY
Goal 5 focuses on Gender Equality.

The targets for this Goal are:
• End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere.
• End all forms of violence against women and girls including any form of
exploitation.
• End all practices and traditions that may impair the physical, mental and sexual
health of women and girls.
• Recognize and value women’s work at home. Encourage women and girls to
have equal opportunities to be heard and to have real opportunities to
participate in all political, economic and public spheres.
• Protect women’s rights to sexual and reproductive health.
• Support policies and laws to ensure gender equality including reforms to give
women equal access to ownership and control over land and other forms of
property, financial services, inheritance and natural resources.
Further information on Goal 5
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PLENARY ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

Give each student an empowerment star (appendix 1). Ask them to think about the
questions under the star, giving honest answers about how they feel now – not what they
hope or aspire their situation to be like in the future.
Circle on the star the number that corresponds to each answer given.
Suggest they think broadly about their lives, community and interactions with members
of the opposite sex, parents and people with power.
Connect the dots. Someone who is completely empowered (all 5s) will make a perfect,
full sized octagon. Someone who is not empowered at all (all 1s) will make a tiny octagon.
Ask a mix of boys and girls who feel comfortable to share their empowerment stars and
compare the differences. As a class, discuss together what they all could do to help each
other feel more empowered.
Draw these plans up into a charter and commit to take action to support each other and
India in achieving Global Goal 5 Gender Equality.

Lesson plan: An introduction to Gender Equality

Empowerment
Star
Self-Assessment Tool
5

Focus

5
4
3

Value

Ambition

4
3
2

5

2
1

3

5

1
2

2

3

Public
Speakin
g

1

1

1
2

2

3

3

4

Influence

4
1

5

1

2

5
2

3

3

4

Leadership

Confidence

5

4

Knowledge
5

Response (circle)

Issue

Key Question

Value

Do you feel you are as valuable as your peers of the opposite gender?

1

2

3

4

5

Influenc
e

Do you feel you have influence over decisions that impact your life?

1

2

3

4

5

Leaders
hip

Do you believe you have the ability to lead groups?

1

2

3

4

5

Knowled
ge

Do you have the information you need to make informed arguments?

1

2

3

4

5

Confiden
ce
Publi

Do you feel you can approach important people with ease?

1

2

3

4

5

Are you comfortable speaking out in a public way?

1

2

3

4

5

Ambition

Do you feel driven to make a change in the world around you?

1

2

3

4

5

Focus

Do you have a clear idea of what is important for you to change in the
world?

1

2

3

4

5

Ability

Do you feel you can change the world if you put your mind to it?

1

2

3

4

5

c

Nev

Seldom Sometimes

Alwa

speak
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Take Action for the Global Goals

As an educator you have the power to channel
students’ positive energies and help them believe
that they are not powerless, that change is
possible, and that they can drive it.

Right now, students can take action for the Global
Goals at the end of any of our lessons by writing to
their leaders and asking them what they are doing to
achieve a specific Goal.

For deeper learning and impact they can also take part in
projects to make change for the Goals in their local communities.
Visit the “Take Action” page on our website
http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/take-action-title/ and
find out more. Your school can take part in Design for Change
India’s “I Can” Schools Challenge 2016 and 2017. There is a
special GEMS Education Global Goals Prize.
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST
LESSON INDIA
LESSON PLAN:
AN INTRODUCTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Lesson plan: The Power of Education

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learners can describe climate change and understand the main terminology used.
• Learners can understand how climate change is negatively affecting India.
• Learners can explain how they can contribute to achieving the Climate Action
Goal.
Preparation:
Write up the climate change terminology words (to be discussed in the introductory
activity) on a board or flip chart.
Have copies of the definitions ready for the students to have after the discussion.
Note: Think through if any students have been directly affected by a natural disaster and
proceed sensitively with those elements of the lesson.

INTRODUCTION

7 MINUTES

Start the lesson by asking the students if they can define some of the most common
words and terminology used when discussing climate change. Give the students a couple
of minutes to discuss in pairs or groups and then ask for some suggested explanations
to the words that are written on the board. Once each word has been discussed, give out
a sheet with the terminology and their definitions.
Term

Definition

Climate change

Significant change in weather over time

Global warming

Overall increase in the earth’s atmospheric
temperature

Greenhouse eﬀect

Warming of the earth caused by heat from
earth being trapped in the atmosphere by
greenhouse gases

Lesson plan: Climate Action

Carbon dioxide

A greenhouse gas that is produced when fuels
are burned

Carbon footprint

Amount of carbon dioxide someone creates
through their activities, often measured over
a year

Recycle

Convert waste into something reusable

COMIC ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

Ask the class to read Chakra the Invincible and Mighty Girl Comic: download the comic
here.
Or watch the motion comic: view online

DISCUSSION ACTIVITY

10 MINUTES

In small groups ask students to summarise the issues raised in the comic and to come up
with a list of the different causes of climate change. Give the groups around 3 minutes to
develop their ideas and then share back with the class. When the ideas are shared back,
make sure it is clear that there is a range of causes and many of them can be addressed
by small individual actions and changes, such as recycling and using less energy.
Then, have a class discussion about the different ways climate change has negatively
affected India, which will likely include discussions about natural disasters that have
affected the local region.

Lesson plan: Climate Action

FOCUS ON GOAL 13:CLIMATE ACTION

15 MINUTES

Goal 13: Climate Action
The Goal is to ‘Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts’
To achieve Goal 13 the Member States of the United Nations have agreed to:
• Ensure people are well prepared for hazards related to climate and natural
disasters.
• Address climate change issues in their government’s agendas and allocate
resources to combat climate change.
Further information on Goal 13

PLENARY ACTIVITY

5 MINUTES

1. Reduce your carbon footprint tomorrow
Ask the students to write down a schedule of their normal day, from when they wake up
at night to when they go to bed. Then, ask them to look at every aspect of their day and
what small changes they can make to reduce their own carbon footprint.
E.g. 6am – Wake up and have a shower. Action: Do not waste water in the shower.
7.30am – Get the bus to school. Action: Walk or ride a bike.
Encourage them to start making small changes tomorrow and do their bit to tackle
climate change.
Or…
2. Recycling challenge
Ask all the students to think of some waste they have at home that could be used to
make a model of Chakra the Invincible or Mighty Girl. Set a separate time for the
students to bring the waste materials into school and have a competition for who can
make the best recycled super hero!

Lesson plan: Climate Action

Take Action for the Global Goals

As an educator you have the power to channel
students’ positive energies and help them believe
that they are not powerless, that change is
possible, and that they can drive it.

Right now, students can take action for the Global
Goals at the end of any of our lessons by writing to
their leaders and asking them what they are doing to
achieve a specific Goal.

Lesson plan: Climate Action

For deeper learning and impact they can also take part in
projects to make change for the Goals in their local communities.
Visit the “Take Action” page on our website
http://worldslargestlessonindia.globalgoals.org/take-action-title/ and
find out more. Your school can take part in Design for Change
India’s “I Can” Schools Challenge 2016 and 2017. There is a
special GEMS Education Global Goals Prize.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learners can explain what the Global Goals for Sustainable Development are and
why they are important.
• Learners can describe a connection between the Global Goals and specific
developments needed in India
• Learners can explain how they can contribute to the Global Goals
• Learners understand the importance of clean water and sanitation in India

DO GET IN TOUCH
Email us at lesson@project-everyone.org
Or we’d love to connect with you and hear all about your lessons
on social media:
Facebook
@WorldsLargestLessonIndia
Twitter
@WorldsLesson_IN
Instagram
@WorldsLesson_IN
Lesson plan: Climate Action

